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West's Key Number Digest 


West's Key Number Digest, Automobilesi{j=327 to 329 


Some statutes may require the use of directional signals on all occasions when a turn is made, such as a change of direction 
or changing lanes; ! the purpose of the requirement is to alert other drivers to an intended movement.” The requirement to use 


a turn signal may be triggered when any other vehicle might be affected by the movement of the turning vehicle.’ Although 
drivers are not required to signal every time they change lanes, they must signal whenever they perform a movement that could 


reasonably be considered a part of the other driver's decision-making calculus.“ The traffic maneuver need not actually affect 


other traffic, and it is enough that the move may influence the factors a driver would consider in order to drive safely. Thus, the 
requirement that a turning vehicle make a signal applies when other vehicles may be affected by a turn, even when no accident 


is likely to occur as the result of the driver's failure to give a proper signal.° The failure to signal is a violation of traffic law.’ 


Observation: 


A police officer's vehicle can constitute “other traffic” under a traffic statute prohibiting a driver from turning without giving an 


appropriate signal in the event any other traffic may be affected by the movement.® 
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Some statutes require a vehicle to give a signal continuously for at least 100 feet before turning,” and the term “before turning” 


means before a vehicle makes a turn onto another roadway, not before a person changes lanes.!° One motor vehicle statute, 
governing turning movements and required signals, requires that a vehicle signal for at least five continuous seconds (1) when 
traveling on a controlled-access highway and (2) when turning from a parked position (regardless of the type of roadway on 
which the vehicle is parked), and in all other circumstances, a vehicle must signal for at least the last 100 feet traveled before 


turning. 11 Other statutes create a duty to signal a turn not less than 200 feet before turning, and apply regardless of whether a 


stoplight or other traffic signal requires a complete stop before turning. 12 


A turn signal is not, under some statutes, required when entering a freeway from an on-ramp. 13 Traffic regulations governing the 
use of turn signals do not apply to roundabouts. 1 However, signaling is required in circumstances where there exists signage 
or other indicator that one lane is ending and the other surviving. 15 Some statutes governing turn signals require that drivers 


signal turns whenever they intend to turn or change lanes, regardless of the situation or type of roadway. ‘a 


A regulation requiring the display of a signal for turning into a private parking lot does not require the use of a signal when 


exiting the lot. “i 


CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
Cases: 


Police officer's mistake of law in initiating stop of defendant's vehicle allegedly based on claimed traffic violation of failing to 
signal for 100 feet before changing lanes was reasonable, and thus officer had reasonable suspicion for stop, although statute 
governing turning movements and required signals did not plainly contemplate failure to signal for 100 feet before changing 
lanes; Colorado Department of Motor Vehicle driver's handbook supported officer's interpretation of law. U.S. Const. Amend. 
4; Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 42-4-903. United States v. Rubio-Sepulveda, 237 F. Supp. 3d 1116 (D. Colo. 2017). 


[END OF SUPPLEMENT] 
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